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covers several historic open-pit mines, 
underground mine workings and stock-
piles that produced manganese in the 
past for delivery to various steel mills 
and US government strategic materials 
stockpiles. The demand for almost all 
commodities used in steel-making has 
soared in recent years, driven by strong 
economic growth in China, India, 
and other emerging nations. World-
wide production of manganese alloys 
reached 11.8 million tonnes in 2006 (up 
14% from 2005), with China producing 
42% of this total.

Manganese is the fourth most heav-
ily consumed commodity in the world 

Rocher Deboule Minerals Corp.

R ocher Deboule Minerals 
Corp. is a unique junior 
company primarily fo-
cused on mineral prop-
erties and commodities 

used in the steel manufacturing indus-
try. It isn’t exploring for metallurgical 
coal or iron ore—these low-cost bulk 
commodities are readily available from 
multi-national mining companies—but 
instead is focused on important, less 
easily sourced raw materials used in 
steel-making, namely manganese, nio-
bium and fluorite. The company’s flag-
ship project is the Artillery Peak Proj-
ect in Mohave Country, Arizona, which 
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after iron, aluminum and copper, yet 
is only now starting to garner atten-
tion from the investment community. 
Manganese is used in the production of 
both iron and steel, and since year-end 
2006, manganese prices have jumped 
from US$1,225 per tonne to US$3,300 
per tonne.

Rocher Deboule also holds three 
manganese properties in British Co-
lumbia, and recently acquired niobium 
and fluorite projects in the province. 
About 85% of niobium is used in low-
alloy steel production, while fluorite is 
used as a flux in steel and aluminum 
processing and as a source of hydroflu-

(right) The Artillery Peak manganese 
project contains historic open-pit mines, 
underground workings and stockpiles. 

“Rocher Deboule represents 
a ground-floor opportunity 
for exposure to manganese 

and other raw materials used 
in steel-making, reflecting 
the company’s strategy to 

build a metal portfolio that 
is attractive to both the steel 
industry and investors. As 
an added bonus, the com-
pany also holds properties 

with recognized potential for 
IOCG deposits.”
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oric acid and fluorinated water. Nio-
bium trades at about US$25 per pound. 
Fluorite sells for US$240 per tonne, up 
from US$50 because of a current short-
age of fluorine for fluorinated water.

While commodities used in steel-
making remain the primary focus, Ro-
cher is also exploring an 8,199-hectare 
land package near New Hazelton, BC. 
A review of historical and recent geo-
logical data, including stream-sediment 
sampling by government geologists, 
shows that the land package is prospec-
tive for iron oxide copper-gold deposits 
(IOCG), as well as porphyry and quartz 
sulphide vein-style mineralization. The 
company plans to drill 15 holes totaling 
3,100 metres this year, and is consult-
ing with local community leaders in ad-
vance of this program.

MANGANESE PROJECTS
Arizona’s Artillery Peak region, which 
measures eight miles by three miles, is 
recognized as hosting one of the “larg-
est resources of low-grade manganese-
bearing material in the United States.” 
Rocher Deboule is conducting a drill-
ing program to identify higher grade 
resources within its portion of a his-
toric resource estimated at 175 million 
tons averaging 3.5% to 4% manganese. 
(These estimates are not compliant 
with NI 43-101 disclosure standards, 
have not been independently verified, 
and should not be relied upon except to 
indicate the potential of the project.) By 
late February, the company had drilled 
17 holes totaling 9,930 feet at Artillery 
Peak, with visual manganese intercepts 
occurring in 12 of the holes ranging 
from 10 to 120 feet in thickness.

Rocher Deboule acquired Artillery 
Peak in mid-2007 for a purchase price 
of one million free-trading shares and 
US$96,000 cash, subject to a 2% net 
smelter return royalty, 1% of which 
can be bought for US$2 million. The 
project isn’t an exploration play, as 
it’s literally possible to see manganese 
mineralization in historic dumps, pits 
and workings, and in outcropping for-
mations. And it was a timely coup, as 
the US is now almost totally depen-
dent of foreign supply of manganese 
for its steel-making industry. China is 
the largest manganese producer, but is 
taking steps to ensure that much of its 

resources are kept for internal use.
In mid-2007, Rocher Deboule ac-

quired a 100% interest in three man-
ganese properties in BC: two in the 
Clinton area and a third in the Alberni 
mining district. These properties host 
narrow, high-grade manganese occur-
rences where sampling has returned 
values from 15.8% to 45.78%.

OTHER PROJECTS  
Rocher Deboule made its first two nio-
bium acquisitions in 2007 by acquiring 
the adjacent Brent and Lonnie claims, 
which cover 3,477 hectares (8,460 acres) 
near Manson Creek, in north-central 
BC. The land package covers all known 
niobium mineralization in the area, in-
cluding prospects that were trenched 
and sampled by previous operators. 
The two main showings defined by 
1970s trenching have a combined strike 
length of 620 metres, with widths up to 
40 metres grading 0.20% niobium.

In mid-2007, the company acquired 
the Tam fluorite properties near Laird 
Hot Springs, in northwestern BC, for 
staged payments of $300,000 cash and 
500,000 shares over four years. The 
1,805-hectare project covers fluorite 
mineralization where previous opera-
tors had outlined historical resources. 
The claims cover seven mineralized oc-
currences, including the main showing 
on the Tam deposit, which is reported 
to have potential of more than 450,000 
tonnes averaging 36.7% CaF2 (this es-
timate is non-compliant with NI 43-101 
disclosure standards).

Another strategic asset of Rocher 
Deboule is the New Hazelton land 
package, which is served by a hydro 
grid, highway and national railway. 
The company has a two-prong explo-
ration approach to the properties, in-
cluding work focused on traditional 
high-grade veins first identified and 
exploited in the early 1900s. The prop-
erties also have potential for iron oxide 
copper-gold (IOCG) deposits, which 
are highly prized for their polymetallic 
mineralization, large size and high-unit 
value. The best known IOCG deposit is 
Olympic Dam in Australia, which hosts 
massive uranium, gold and copper re-
sources. Canada doesn’t yet have an 
IOCG mine, but government research 
has confirmed potential for IOCG de-

posits in specific environments, includ-
ing the New Hazelton region.

Rocher Deboule plans to drill 15 
holes at 11 drill-sites this year and is 
consulting with local First Nations in 
advance of the work program.  
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DYNAMIC CONCLUSION
Rocher Deboule represents a ground-
floor opportunity for exposure to man-
ganese and other raw materials used in 
steel-making, reflecting the company’s 
strategy to build a metal portfolio that 
is attractive to both the steel industry 
and investors. As an added bonus, the 
company also holds properties with rec-
ognized potential for IOCG deposits.

While the IOCG projects are still 
in the early-stages of exploration, the 
Artillery Peak Project in Arizona has 
historic resources and a history of past 
production, and offers good potential 
for near-term production in a state with 
a long-established mining industry. 
Drilling at the property is confirming 
the presence of manganese mineraliza-
tion and will ultimately lead to a NI 43-
101 compliant resource estimate. 

Rocher Deboule has a respected 
management team led by Mr. Larry 
Reaugh, who has 45 years of industry 
experience ranging from exploration 
to mine development, with more than 
two decades in the junior sector. Over 
these years, Mr. Reaugh has raised 
more than $200 million to explore and 
develop domestic and international 
mineral projects.
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